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Billiards, Snooker & Pool

1. ENGLISH BILLIARDS  is played
on a special table by two players or
pairs. Three balls are used - white,
spot white and red. Players use a
cue to propel their cue ball across
the table to score points by
pocketing balls (hazards) or by
hitting both other balls (cannons).

2. SNOOKER is played on a pocket
billiard table using fifteen red, six
coloured and one white cue ball.
Points are scored by pocketing balls
and forcing an opponent to give
away points through “snookers”. It
may be played by two persons,
pairs or teams.

Table Dimensions
The English standard billiard table
is 3.658m long x 1.867m wide and
between 0.851m to 0.877m above
floor level. With a 50mm wide
cushion overhang, actual playing
surface is 3.582m x 1.796m. A
three-quarter size table is 2.744m
x 1.4m wide. A half size table is
1.829m x 0.934m.

Space about Table
Recommended minimum space
about table is 2.5m (absolute
minimum is 1.6m).

For an English standard table:
8.658m x 6.867m. For three-quarter
size table: 7.744m x 6.4m. For half
size table: 6.829m x 5.934m.

Lighting
Tables must be well lit and special
lighting equipment is normally used.

3. POOL is played on a pocket
billiard table with one white cue ball
and fifteen numbered object balls.
It can be played by two individuals,
pairs or teams. Points are scored
for pocketing designated balls in
designated pockets. The first player
or side to reach an agreed number
of points wins the game.

The Table
A slate base, covered with green
baize. There are six pockets. The
length is always twice the width.
Size approximately 1.5m x 3.05m x
0.788m high. Recommended space
around table is 2.5m, and the
absolute minimum is 1.6m.
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